
VFP CONVENTION 2013 
WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS 

Thursday, Aug 8, 2013 
 
 

1:00PM – 2:30PM 
 

�  Veterans Farming: Growing Food, Healing, and Starting Farm 
Businesses 

 

 
Presenters: John Kinsman, Todd Dennis, Greg Allen,  Brian Igl, 
Janet Parker  
Room:  University A 

 
Studies are showing how PTSD healing can occur by putting hands in the dirt and growing good food. 
This panel of speakers from across the country and from different cultures will tell us how this works. 
Tours of the Farley Center for Peace, Justice and Sustainability are available upon request by contacting 
facilitators of this workshop.  
  

�  An Outline For Nonviolent Bioregional Revolutionary Strategies 
 

 
Presenters: Brian Willson 
Room:  Capital Ballroom A 

 
In this 90-minute workshop, we will be able to hear in-depth and in detail  Brian Willson's strategy for a 
more peaceful and sustainable future.  Note: Brian is also presenting at the Friday afternoon Plenary.   
 

�  Creating a Culture of Peace: Exploring Nonviolent Social Change 
Movements, Past, Present and Future 

 
 

Presenters: Joan Haan and Elliott Adams 
Room:  Caucus Room 

 
You will join a circle of dedicated peacemakers at this session, and hear of Elliot's 'hunger strike' as 
part of his peace journey.  You will receive handouts to take home with you - for guides on building 
your own peace cultures within community.



�  Vietnam Agent Orange Relief and Responsibility Campaign 
 

 
Presenters: Paul Cox, Susan Schnall, and others ….(and Barack 
Obama - invited!) 
Room:  Conference Room I 
      

Barbara Lee of California is reintroducing a modified version of a bill to Congress this session, 
called the Victims of Agent Orange Relief Act.  At this VFP workshop, there will be more 
information about the status of the legislation, along with a detailed description of the bill. 
Participants will be encouraged to get their representatives and senators to co-sponsor the bill in 
the Congress -  and push for its passage. 

 

�  Educating the Community on Peace 
 

 
Presenters: John Carey, Norm Aulabaugh, Norm Stockwell, Steve 
Books, Jim Roseberry, David Giffey 
Room:  Conference Room III 

 
South Central Wisconsin has a reputation for being a 'hotbed' of peacemakers - and this is not 
by chance. Veterans for Peace from Janesville, Arena and Madison will talk about their 
experience spreading the message of peace to our communities - and Norm Stockwell with talk 
about how WORT-fm community radio plays a vital role in all this. 

�  Debt and death: Making clear the costs of war and bringing our war 
dollars home 

 
 

Presenters:  Robert Poteat, Mitch Sanquist, Diane Farsetta and 
others 
Room:  Conference Room IV 

 
Learn about Wisconsin's experience in passing city and county resolutions to 'Bring the War $$'s 
Home' with a team from the Wisconsin Network for Peace and Justice, as well as learning more 
from Robert Poteat about the war cost to us all.. 

 
 

�  Labor’s Role in Ending the Wars and Demilitarizing our Foreign Policy 
 

 
Presenters: David Newby and Barb Smith 
Room:  Conference Room V 

 
In part, the VFP Convention is being held in Wisconsin this week to learn more about the 
Labor Movement, which is under attack in this state. David Newby, former head of the AFL-
CIO and founder of US Labor Against War will address this subject, along with Madison peace 
and labor activist Barb Smith. 


